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Google	is	gradually	releasing	versions	of	the	Chromebook	software	(Chrome	OS)	that	supports	the	Google	Play	store.	If	you	aren't	sure	your	device	supports	Google	Play,	Google	provides	a	growing	list	of	devices	that	support	it.	If	you	are	still	uncertain,	make	sure	your	Chromebook	has	Chrome	OS	version	53	or	higher.	To	make	sure	your	Chromebook
is	up	to	date	and	can	run	Google	Play,	check	the	current	version.	Here's	how.	In	the	lower-right	corner	of	the	screen,	select	the	taskbar	(where	the	time	displays).	Select	Settings	(which	looks	like	a	gear).	Select	About	Chrome	OS.	Select	Advanced	if	you	don't	see	this	option.	The	version	of	Chrome	OS	appears	on	the	right	side.	After	you've	confirmed
you	have	the	correct	version,	open	the	Play	Store.	(If	you	recently	updated,	you	should	have	seen	this	install.)	If	you	don't	have	version	53	or	higher,	select	Check	For	Updates	to	see	if	there's	an	update	for	your	Chromebook.	Now	it's	time	to	find	some	apps	to	install.	Select	the	Start	button	(which	looks	like	a	white	circle).	Either	enter	Play	Store	in	the
search	menu	or	select	the	up	button	to	display	more	apps.	Select	the	Play	Store	icon.	Now	you're	ready	to	find	fun	and	productive	apps.	At	the	top	of	the	screen,	select	the	box	that	says	Google	Play.	This	is	the	search	box	you'll	use	to	find	apps.	Enter	your	search	criteria	and	press	the	Enter	key.	For	example,	if	you	need	a	calendar	app,	enter	calendar.
The	search	results	appear.	Select	each	result	to	read	a	summary	of	the	app,	see	some	screenshots,	and	read	reviews	of	the	app.	Some	apps	are	not	free	or	have	in-app	purchases	to	enable	certain	features.	When	you	decide	on	an	appropriate	app,	select	Install.	The	view	shows	the	app	is	downloading	and	has	a	progress	bar	to	show	its	installation
progress.	Once	the	app	is	installed,	the	app	information	screen	displays	an	Open	button	instead	of	Install.	Alternatively,	go	to	the	apps	list	and	click	the	icon.	You	now	have	a	new	app	to	play	with.	The	Google	Web	Store	is	what	Chrome	OS	systems	used	before	Google	implemented	access	and	usage	of	the	Google	Play	store.	While	many	apps	are	listed
in	both	places,	the	Web	Store	may	not	have	the	selection	the	Play	Store	has.	Select	the	Start	button	(it	looks	like	a	white	circle).	If	Web	Store	doesn't	appear	in	the	Frequent	Apps	list,	select	the	Up	arrow	to	see	all	apps.	Select	the	Web	Store	icon.	A	Chrome	web	page	appears.	Select	the	Apps	heading.	From	here,	in	the	upper-left	corner	under	the
Chrome	Web	Store	logo,	enter	your	search	criteria	for	the	app	you	want.	After	you	enter	your	search	criteria,	press	Enter.	Just	like	on	the	Play	Store,	selecting	a	listing	provides	additional	information	on	the	selected	app.	After	you	decide	which	app	you	want	to	install,	select	Add	to	Chrome	in	the	app	details	window.	Alternatively,	select	Add	to
Chrome	in	the	app	search	results	window.	After	you	select	the	Add	to	Chrome	button,	a	dialog	box	appears	and	asks	if	you	want	to	install	the	app.	If	so,	select	Add	extension.	Once	the	installation	has	completed,	another	dialog	box	appears	notifying	you	of	the	completion.	In	the	app	search	list,	you'll	find	a	green	button	to	Rate	It	and	a	small	green
banner	on	the	app	stating	Added.	Or,	in	the	app	details	view,	it	says	Added	to	Chrome.	If	this	is	your	view,	then	the	app	is	installed	and	ready	for	you	to	use.	Thanks	for	letting	us	know!	Get	the	Latest	Tech	News	Delivered	Every	Day	Subscribe	Tell	us	why!	Music	is	more	accessible	than	ever	today,	with	the	variety	of	the	streaming	services	that	allow
you	to	listen	to	music	online.	However,	if	you’re	someone	who	often	finds	themself	without	internet	access,	you	might	be	looking	for	an	alternative	that	allows	you	to	download	your	music	instead.	Even	if	you	don’t	have	any	problems	going	online	all	the	time,	there’s	just	something	reassuring	about	having	your	music	right	there	downloaded	on	your
smartphone.	We	handpicked	the	top	music	downloading	apps	for	Android	that	allow	you	to	download	your	music	from	various	sites	and	always	have	it	with	you.		SONGily	Best	for:	perfect	choice	for	minimalists.Price:	free.	SONGily	is	a	perfect	music	downloading	app	for	those	users	looking	for	a	straightforward	music	app	with	a	simple	interface.	You
can	search	your	music	by	title,	artist	name,	album	name,	as	well	as	the	app’s	charts	with	top	picks	–	Top	Songs,	Hot	Tracks,	and	Recent	Releases.	For	every	track,	you’ll	see	options	to	play	and	download	to	your	device.	You	can	also	use	this	app	to	download	music	videos.	SONGily	features	both	mainstream	and	niche	music.	Although	when	it	comes	to
famous	songs,	searching	for	an	official	album	version	might	take	a	while,	as	the	first	versions	of	the	song	you	see	are	covers,	mixes,	and	live	recordings	that	are	safe	to	download.		Jamendo	Music	Best	for:	users	looking	for	an	ad-free	music	app.Price:	free.	Jamendo	Music	is	an	app	that	allows	you	to	listen	and	to	download	more	than	500,000	tracks	for
free.	What’s	special	about	this	app	is	there’s	no	ads	in	it	whatsoever.	If	you’re	someone	who	uses	a	lot	of	apps	populated	with	ads,	using	Jamendo	Music	will	feel	like	a	breath	of	fresh	air.		After	you	download	the	app,	you	can	start	searching	and	listening	to	the	songs	right	away.	To	be	able	to	download	your	tracks	to	keep	them	locally	on	your	Android
you’ll	need	to	create	a	free	account	first.		Fildo	Best	for:	great	for	downloading	entire	playlists	and	top	charts.Price:	free.	Fildo	is	a	great	app	for	anyone	who’s	used	to	listening	to	their	music	in	a	form	of	generated	playlists	and	charts.	One	handy	feature	is	that	this	app	allows	you	to	download	entire	albums	and	playlists,	instead	of	downloading	songs
one	by	one.	Make	sure	you	download	Fildo	from	the	official	website	rather	than	from	Google	Play.	The	Google	Play	version	of	the	app	is	a	simple	music	player	that	doesn’t	have	an	option	to	download	your	tracks.		RockMyRun	Best	for:	perfect	for	those	searching	for	workout	music.Price:	14-day	free	trial,	then	$7.99	per	month	or	$79.99	per	year.	If
you’re	looking	for	an	app	that	can	help	you	improve	your	workouts,	have	a	look	at	RockMyRun.	This	app	allows	you	to	listen	to,	download,	or	cache	music	which	is	a	good	alternative	to	downloading	your	music.		RockMyRun	mostly	offers	playlists	with	fast	rhythmical	DJ	mixes	designed	to	motivate	you	to	train	better.	The	best	thing	about	the	app	is	its
ability	to	match	the	music	you’re	listening	to	to	your	heart	rate.	The	app	will	suggest	different	playlists	depending	on	your	workout	goals	as	well.		NewPipe	Best	for:	fans	of	open	source	software.	Price:	free.	NewPipe	is	an	open	source	music	downloading	app,	which	means	it’s	free	to	download	and	use,	and	it’s	often	updated	by	other	users.		When	you
open	the	app,	you’ll	see	a	YouTube	search	that	you	can	use	to	find	songs	that	you	want	to	download.	After	you	select	the	music	video,	you	can	choose	whether	to	download	it	as	video	or	audio.	Aside	from	YouTube,	the	app	also	supports	SoundCloud,	media.ccc.de,	and	FramaTube.		TubeMate	Best	for:	downloading	your	music	from	YouTube.Price:	free.
TubeMate	is	an	app	designed	for	downloading	YouTube	videos.	It	also	allows	you	to	download	them	as	audio,	which	makes	it	a	perfect	music	downloading	app	for	anyone	who	prefers	to	listen	to	music	on	YouTube.		TubeMate	isn’t	on	Google	Play,	but	you	can	download	the	app	for	free	from	the	official	site.	When	you	first	open	the	app	and	try	to
download	a	YouTube	video	in	audio	format,	TubeMate	will	prompt	you	to	download	an	MP3	Video	Converter	which	syncs	with	TubeMate	and	allows	you	to	convert	video	into	audio.		Audials	Play	Best	for:	for	downloading	music	from	radio.	Price:	free.	Audials	Play	is	a	radio	player	app	that	allows	you	to	download	music	directly	from	radio.	It’s	a	great
app	for	discovering	new	music,	as	it	features	radio	stations	from	all	over	the	world.	Aside	from	music	tracks,	you	can	also	use	it	to	listen	to	and	download	podcasts.		You	can	start	listening	to	and	recording	the	songs	as	soon	as	you	download	and	install	the	app.	One	of	the	most	useful	features	of	the	app	is	the	ability	to	schedule	your	downloads.	You
can	plan	future	recordings	or	radio	shows	and	podcasts	so	that	they	start	automatically	even	when	you’re	not	using	the	app.		SoundCloud	Downloader	Best	for:	users	with	rooted	Android	devices	only.	Price:	free.		If	you’re	a	fan	of	SoundCloud,	you	probably	know	how	difficult	it	is	to	find	an	app	that	allows	you	to	download	music	from	this	streaming
service.	For	the	users	with	rooted	Android	smartphones,	SoundCloud	Downloader	Xposed	Module	makes	it	possible	to	download	any	tracks	or	mixes	from	SoundCloud.	After	you	install	SoundsCloud	Downloader	and	open	the	SoundCloud	app,	you’ll	see	a	new	menu	appear	next	to	tracks	that	has	an	option	to	download	your	songs.		Keep	Your	Favorite
Music	on	Your	Smartphone	Even	though	there’s	a	great	variety	of	music	streaming	apps	that	offer	an	ability	to	listen	to	your	tracks	offline,	sometimes	it’s	more	practical	to	have	your	favorite	songs	downloaded	locally	and	accessible	at	any	time.	Do	you	prefer	streaming	or	downloading	your	music?	Which	music	downloading	app	for	Android	is	your
favorite	and	why?	Share	your	thoughts	with	us	in	the	comments	below.		Android	smartphone	owners	can	now	download	a	free	Skype	client	from	the	Android	Market	that	will	let	them	make	voice	calls	over	mobile	data	or	Wi-Fi	connections	—	except	in	the	U.S.,	where	it	will	work	over	Wi-Fi	only.With	the	new	application,	smartphone	users	can	make
free	Skype-to-Skype	calls,	unless	their	network	operator	makes	additional	charges	for	data	usage.	The	app	will	also	allow	them	to	communicate	using	instant	messaging	and	make	calls	to	regular	phones	for	a	fee.The	app	works	on	smartphones	running	Android	version	2.1	or	2.2.	Skype	tested	it	on	HTCs	Desire	and	Legend	phones,	Google’s	Nexus
One,	and	Motorola’s	Milestone	and	Milestone	XT710.	The	application	may	also	work	on	other	Android	phones,	Skype	said,	but	it	won’t	guarantee	full	functionality	or	compatibility.	It	is	aware	of	some	problems	with	the	app	on	the	Samsung	Galaxy	S,	which	it	will	address	in	the	future,	it	said.Users	that	have	already	created	a	Skype	account	on	a
computer	will	see	their	full	contact	list	when	they	sign	in	to	Skype	on	their	Android	phone.The	app	can	downloaded	from	the	Android	Market,	except	in	China	or	Japan,	or	by	directly	accessing	skype.com/m	from	a	compatible	smartphone,	Skype	said.	The	company	didn’t	say	why	U.S.	users	are	only	allowed	to	use	Wi-Fi	to	make	Skype	calls.	Send	news
tips	and	comments	to	mikael_ricknas@idg.com
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